Management of spinal infusions in palliative care.
Spinal analgesia can provide excellent pain relief for a small group of patients in whom conventional modalities have failed. The role of spinal analgesia in the palliative care setting is discussed and illustrated by the experience at St Gemma's Hospice over a two-year period. Special emphasis is placed on the difficulties that may need to be overcome when using this form of analgesia. The management of spinal infusions can produce some unique problems to the hospice or home care team, but the benefits often far outweight the difficulties.